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and her paramour Aegisthus by her son Orestes. In the
scene there appear to be two princes and a richly dressed
queen. The young champion has surprised the guilty couple,
and after dispatching the adulterer turns his fury on the
adultress, whom he pursues dagger in hand. If Sir Arthur
Evans is right in his interpretation and dating, we must
apparently conclude that the tragedy, and with it the Trojan
war, must be dated earlier by several centuries than is allowed
for by our traditional chronology.1
But if Greek mythic and legendary lore thus sprang from
the contact of two alien races, a race of barbarous invaders
and a race of civilized aborigines, it becomes probable that
the contact was not one of ideas alone, but that it involved
in some measure a fusion of blood.    If that was so, we seem
driven to  surmise  that  the  magnificent  growth  of Greek
thought and art, which hitherto we have regarded as a pure
product of the Aryan mind, may have owed not a little of its
luxuriance to this grafting of the Aryan scion on a foreign stock.
The extent of the debt it is no longer possible to measure,
but, if we recognize the existence of the debt, it appears to
follow that for the pure, the unmixed offspring of the Aryan
intellect we must look elsewhere than to Greece, perhaps to
the less varied, the less artistic, the less beautiful literature of
ancient India and the Scandinavian North.    The conclusion
is humbling to our pride of race.    Yet if we have borrowed
the whole of our religion from the Semites, why should we
not have borrowed a part of our civilization from the Minoans ?
In   following   the   history   of   Greek   religion   from   its
splendid dawn to its splendid sunset, Professor Nilsson dis-
plays throughout that sobriety of judgement, combined with
freshness and originality, which is characteristic of all his
work.    He bestrides no mythological hobby-horse, he tilts
at no windmills which a fevered imagination mistakes for
men-at-arms.    While he  is ready to  apply the  approved
results of the comparative method to  Greek religion,  for
example in his sharp distinction of magic from religion and
1 In The Times and the Manchester     with a copy of this account, and has
Guardian of the 5th November 1924     kindly   supplemented   it   with   some
Sir Arthur Evans published a short     further details in a letter, upon which
account of his communication to the     I have drawn in the text.
Hellenic Society.   He has favoured me